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On Saturday, we should join them in 
committing to work toward a malaria- 
free future. To that end and in support 
of the World Malaria Day, I have intro-
duced a resolution with Senators 
ISAKSON, BINGAMAN, DURBIN, CARDIN, 
WICKER, BROWNBACK, and CANTWELL re-
affirming U.S. leadership for efforts to 
combat malaria. I hope our colleagues 
will support this resolution and, more 
importantly, join us over the coming 
months and years in working toward 
this year’s theme: ‘‘counting malaria 
out.’’ 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, with no 
intervening action or debate, and any 
statements related to the measure be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 18) was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The concurrent resolution, with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 18 

Whereas April 25 of each year is recognized 
internationally as World Malaria Day and in 
the United States as Malaria Awareness Day; 

Whereas, despite malaria being completely 
preventable and treatable and the fact that 
malaria was eliminated in the United States 
over 50 years ago, more than 40 percent of 
the world’s population is still at risk of con-
tracting malaria; 

Whereas, according to the World Health 
Organization, nearly 1,000,000 people die from 
malaria each year, the vast majority of 
whom are children under the age of 5 in Afri-
ca; 

Whereas malaria greatly affects child 
health, with a child dying from malaria 
roughly every 30 seconds and nearly 3,000 
children dying from malaria every day; 

Whereas malaria poses great risks to ma-
ternal health, causing complications during 
delivery, anemia, and low birth weights, 
with estimates by the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention that malaria infec-
tion causes 400,000 cases of severe maternal 
anemia and from 75,000 to 200,000 infant 
deaths annually in sub-Saharan Africa; 

Whereas HIV infection increases the risk 
and severity of malarial illness, and malaria 
increases the viral load in HIV-positive peo-
ple, which can lead to increased transmission 
of HIV and more rapid disease progression, 
with substantial public health implications; 

Whereas in malarial regions, many people 
are co-infected with malaria and one or more 
of the neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) 
such as hookworm and schistosomiasis, 
which causes a pronounced exacerbation of 
anemia and several adverse health con-
sequences; 

Whereas the malnutrition and chronic ill-
ness that result from childhood malaria 
leads to increased absenteeism in school and 
perpetuates cycles of poverty; 

Whereas an estimated 90 percent of deaths 
from malaria occur in Africa, and the Roll 
Back Malaria Partnership estimates that 
malaria costs countries in Africa 
$12,000,000,000 in lost economic productivity 
each year; 

Whereas the World Health Organization es-
timates that malaria accounts for 40 percent 
of healthcare expenditures in high-burden 
countries, demonstrating that effective, 

long-term malaria control is inextricably 
linked to the strength of health systems; 

Whereas heightened efforts over recent 
years to prevent and treat malaria are cur-
rently saving lives; 

Whereas the progress and funding to con-
trol malaria has increased ten-fold since 
2000, in large part due to funding under the 
President’s Malaria Initiative (a United 
States Government initiative designed to cut 
malaria deaths in half in target countries in 
sub-Saharan Africa), the Global Fund to 
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, the 
World Bank, and new financing by other do-
nors; 

Whereas the President’s Malaria Initiative 
has purchased almost 13,000,000 artemisinin- 
based combination therapies (ACT), pro-
tected over 17,000,000 people through spray-
ing campaigns, and distributed over 6,000,000 
insecticide-treated bed nets, the Global Fund 
to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria has 
distributed 70,000,000 bed nets to protect fam-
ilies from malaria and provided 74,000,000 ma-
laria patients with ACTs, and the World 
Bank’s Booster Program is scheduled to 
commit approximately $500,000,000 in Inter-
national Development Association funds for 
malaria control in Africa; 

Whereas public and private partners are 
developing effective and affordable drugs to 
treat malaria, with more than 23 types of 
malaria vaccines in development; 

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, vector control, 
or the prevention of malaria transmission 
via anopheles mosquitoes, which includes a 
combination of methods such as insecticide- 
treated bed nets, indoor residual spraying, 
and source reduction (larval control), has 
been shown to reduce severe morbidity and 
mortality due to malaria in endemic regions; 

Whereas the impact of malaria efforts have 
been documented in numerous regions, such 
as in Zanzibar, where malaria prevalence 
among children shrank from 20 percent to 
less than 1 percent between 2005 and 2007, and 
in Rwanda, where malaria cases and deaths 
appeared to decline rapidly after a large- 
scale distribution of bed nets and malaria 
treatments in 2006; and 

Whereas a malaria-free future will rely on 
consistent international, national, and local 
leadership and a comprehensive approach ad-
dressing the range of health, development, 
and economic challenges facing developing 
countries: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Senate— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Malaria 
Awareness Day, including the achievable tar-
get of ending malaria deaths by 2015; 

(2) calls upon the people of the United 
States to observe Malaria Awareness Day 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and 
activities to raise awareness and support to 
save the lives of those affected by malaria; 

(3) reaffirms the goals and commitments to 
combat malaria in the Tom Lantos and 
Henry J. Hyde United States Global Leader-
ship Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and 
Malaria Reauthorization Act of 2008 (Public 
Law 110–293); 

(4) commends the progress made by anti- 
malaria programs, including the President’s 
Malaria Initiative and the Global Fund to 
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria; 

(5) reaffirms United States support for and 
contribution toward the achievement of the 
targets set by the Roll Back Malaria Part-
nership Global Malaria Action plan; 

(6) encourages fellow donor nations to 
maintain their support and honor their fund-
ing commitments for malaria programs 
worldwide; 

(7) urges greater integration of United 
States and international health programs 
targeting malaria, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, 

neglected tropical diseases, and basic child 
and maternal health; and 

(8) commits to continued United States 
leadership in efforts to reduce global malaria 
deaths, especially through strengthening 
health care systems that can deliver effec-
tive, safe, high-quality interventions when 
and where they are needed and assure access 
to reliable health information and effective 
disease surveillance. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 61, the nomination 
of Ladda Tammy Duckworth to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
for Public and Intergovernmental Af-
fairs; that the nomination be con-
firmed and the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table; that no further 
motions be in order; that any state-
ments relating to the nomination be 
printed in the Record; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action, and the Senate then 
resume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nomination considered and con-
firmed is as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
Ladda Tammy Duckworth, of Illinois, to be 

an Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
(Public and Intergovernmental Affairs). 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 1664 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I under-
stand that H.R. 1664 has been received 
from the House and is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 1664) to amend the executive 
compensation provisions of the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 to pro-
hibit unreasonable and excessive compensa-
tion and compensation not based on perform-
ance standards. 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask for 
its second reading and object to my 
own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will re-
ceive its second reading on the next 
legislative day. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 
23, 2009 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow, Thurs-
day, April 23; that following the prayer 
and the pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the 
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